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T he Crosswards Company 
at Anchor Christian 
Church is presenting a 

dramatic musical production of 
One Quiet Night.   
     This is a story 
about Christmas 
stress – some-
thing that we’re 
all too familiar 
with.  Why is it 
that the time of 
“Peace on Earth” 
is anything but 
peaceful?  In this 
musical, a  
harried lady frantically pushes 
through the rush of the Christ-
mas season until an unexpected 
accident forces her to stop dead 
in her tracks.  Left home alone, 
she soon discovers that the im-
portant thing at Christmas is not 

what gets her attention, but 
Who. 
      Performances of this show 
will be on December 18, 19, 20, 

and 21, at 7:30 PM 
here at Anchor.  Ad-
mission is free, but 
ticket reservations 
are recommended.  
All performances 
will be interpreted 
for the Deaf.  After-
wards, we’ll have re-
freshments and fel-
lowship.   
    Invite all your 

family and friends!  Take this 
great opportunity to influence 
those you love toward Jesus 
Christ.  For ticket reservations, 
please call 451-2016 or  
e-mail Carmella Ramey at 
cramey@rochester.rr.com.   

� t is always encouraging when 
we get to witness new births, 

and hear people say they want to 
be included in our fellowship!  
That is why it is with great joy 
that we introduce our newest 
members! 
     Priscilla Bacus is the youngest 
daughter of Chris and Rhonda 
Bacus.  As we hope with of our 
kids here, she began thinking 

about a relationship with the 
Lord.  After studying the Gospel 
with her parents, she decided to 
give her life to Jesus Christ.  On 
Sunday, October 5th, John Hilts 
baptized her into Jesus as the 
congregation looked on with joy.   
     Owen Accas is from the 
Syracuse area and was a member 
of North Syracuse Christan 
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�  e are very blessed to 
have Emily Rummell 
working as our Deaf 

Minisrty intern for the past three 
months.  Emily is a very 
dedicated young lady, who truly 
has a heart-felt desire to 
work with the Deaf.   
      She was born and raised 
in Arkansas, and currently 
is in her third year at Ozark 
Christian College.  Part of 
OCC’s requirement to earn 
a degree in Deaf Ministry is 
to complete a practical in-
ternship in it.  So we (Anchor) in-
vited her to complete hers with 
us!  We are so glad we did! 
      Emily came to us in Septem-
ber and very quickly fell in love 
with New York and the Deaf cul-
ture here.  She exclaimed, “There 
is so much here for the Deaf to do 
(compared with where she lived), 
and excellent schools (NTID and 
Rochester School for the Deaf, 
etc.) and many opportunities to 
interpret!”   
      Emily jumped right into serv-
ing with us by teaching ASL 
classes and starting a weekly a 
ASL club for our hearing and 
Deaf members and their friends.  

And of course, interpreting when-
ever it was needed such as for our 
Harvest Banquet, our Christmas 
Musical, and our worship ser-
vices. 
      When asked to tell us a little 

about herself and how she 
came to study Deaf Ministry, 
she shares, “While I didn’t 
grow up in a Christian home, 
I pretty much still grew up in 
church.  I started going when 
I was in elementary school, 
with my best friend’s family, 
and continued until they 

moved away.  A few years later I 
started going again with my sister 
and her friends.  My fiancé, 
Rocky Christensen, was in my 
sister’s class and his dad was our 
science teacher and our preacher 
all during my high school years.  
(Rocky and I didn’t begin dating 
until college.)” 
     After high school, Emily says 
she had the opportunity to study 
world religions at the University 
of Central Arkansas because she 
won a full scholarship there.  But 
her heart’s desire was to study 
Deaf Ministry at Ozark Christian 
College.  Rocky’s older sister 
went to OCC and minored in Deaf 

Ministry.  It was through her that 
Emily was introduced to it and 
discovered there was a future in 
this field.  Although she had never 
seen anyone interpret, she knew 
this is what she wanted to do with 
her life.   
     It is sad to say, but she is com-
ing to the end of her time with us. 
We’ll miss her cheery face and 
her eager enthusiasm.  We’ll al-
ways remember how she couldn’t 
wait for it to snow – crazy girl – 
and how on that first day when it 
finally snowed, she ran outside to 
make a snowman!  “You can’t 
waste all that snow!” 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Emily is sad to leave us, too, 
but also excited.  On January 2, 
she will become Mrs. Rocky 
Christensen!!   
     Emily and Rocky, we wish you 
both the very best.  May God 
bless your new life together! 

Church in his growing up years.  
He was familiar with our church 
because he attended 
Mountainview Christian Camp 
and our youth rallies in the past.  
     He currently is a student at 
RIT.  Realizing he was not going 
to drive home every weekend, he 
decided to become a member of 
Anchor and get involved here. 
That’s exactly what he did on 
October 26!  Owen stood before 
the congregation to affirm that 
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Jesus was his Lord and we are 
now his home church.   
���� Please give Priscilla and Owen 
�����������	��
�� Keep inviting 
new people to church and to our 
fellowship events.  In fact, our 
Christmas Musical is just around 
the corner and is a great 
opportunity for you to do just 
that!  �����	
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Ladies Bible Studies every Mon. at 10 AM  
Adult, Deaf, and Youth Bible Studies  every Wed. evening at 7 PM  
Pioneer Club for Kids (ages 2 – 5th grade) every Wed. at 7 PM   
Christmas Musical Practice every Saturday morning at 9 AM and  
     Sunday evening at 6 PM   
Youth Group (grades 6-8 and 9-12 on alternating weeks) every    
              Saturday evening at 6 PM 
Young Adults Bible Study Sundays at 6 PM at Allan and Margaret Wells’  
     home after the Christmas season 
 

Sunday Worship Hours:  8:15 AM:  Classic Worship  
9:45 AM & 11:15 AM:  Contemporary Worship  

(Nursery is available at all three worship services) 
Sunday School is offered for all ages at 9:45 & 11:15 AM 

Deaf Sunday School is offered at 9:45 AM 
11:15 AM Worship Service is interpreted for the Deaf 
Induction Loop is available for the Hard of Hearing 
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�  e will have a ladies’ lunch-
eon for all women on Sun-

day, January 11th, at 1 PM here at 
the church building.  This lunch-
eon will mark the start of our year 
2009 Secret Sisters, a program de-
signed to encourage the women of 
our church.  Each secret sister 
commits to anonymously pray for 
her assigned sister throughout the 
year, as well as give cards and 
small gifts to brighten her day.   
      Ladies, you don’t have to join 
up as a secret sister to come for 
the luncheon.  We will reveal who 
our secret sisters were for the last 
year, but all women are welcome 
to attend.  Sound interesting?  
Contact the church office at  
889-2436 if you have questions. 
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- erry Patterson is organizing a 
Candlelight Christmas Eve Ser-

vice for our church.  It will be a 
quiet, simple affair, with carols, 
some special music, and Scripture 
reading.   
     We will begin at 6:30 PM, and 
we’d love for you to share with us 
in this family celebration of our 
Lord’s birth.   

�  e can all agree that raising 
children is a tough challenge 

in today's world.  But the good news 
is that God has been working with 
people from bad situations for a 
long time!  
    Our kids are growing up in a cul-
ture that promises them fulfillment 
in a dizzying number of ways.  
There are so many opportunities, 
and so many dangers, that confront 
our kids every day.  Some may look 
pretty good to us:  school, sports, 
and music lessons.  Others, like the 
latest dangerous, thrill-seeking fad, 
may keep you up late at night. 
    So what, as a parent, are you to 
do?  Sign your kids up for every ac-
tivity and hope something sticks?  
Anxiously guard them from the dan-
gers outside your door?  How can a 
parent make the right choice?  How 
do you raise effective kids in a de-
fective world? 
    Coming soon, ACC will offer a 
nine-week video series led by Chip 
Ingram, a minister and a father of 
four, on this very topic.  Chip will 
lead our group to a new understand-

ing of how God's principles for rais-
ing children still work today.  He 
will also share from personal ex-

perience as a fa-
ther who coped 
with teenage re-
bellion and other 
challenges.  
Packed with prac-
tical advice, this 

series will give any struggling par-
ent a vision for their children's fu-
ture and life-changing help for to-
day!  You’ll learn how you can 
draw closer to your kids even as the 
world tries to pull you apart.  You’ll 
also learn proven methods to teach 
your kids critical values like respon-
sibility and perseverance that will 
help them rise above the norm.  
Along the way, you’ll discover bib-
lical principles and practical advice 
that can help you raise kids who 
stand out from the crowd. 

     Sound interesting?  Then contact 
John Hilts, Youth Minister, for fur-
ther information.  Phone: 889-2436 
or e-mail: 
johnhiltssr@AnchorChristian.org. 

"���
+�,��
���(44�� ����2�	�
 �
+���	'���6�  

 



�  re you familiar with 
Elisha Gray? Proba-
bly not. But I'm sure 

you’ve heard of Alexander 
Graham Bell, the man who invented 
the telephone. Elisha 
Gray was a Chicago 
electrician who filed a 
patent application for 
the telephone two hours 
after Bell did. A delay 
of only two hours cost 
Elisha Gray fame and 
an enormous fortune. 

Ancient mythology 
depicts Opportunity as 
a man with long hair in front but 
none in back. The point: you must 
catch hold of opportunity as it ar-
rives because, after it's passed, noth-
ing is left to grab. 

Well, I want you to imagine that 
guy with the reverse mullet is wear-
ing an ACC t-shirt and a Santa hat 
on his head, because right now at 
Anchor, Christmas opportunities are 
knocking. 

The opportunity to be in-
spired. The 2008 Musical, One 
Quiet Night. The candlelight Christ-
mas Eve service. Need I say more? 

The opportunity to learn. I’ve 
just begun a fascinating sermon se-
ries on “The Perfect Christmas.” 

Last Sunday, we saw how Jesus came 
at the precisely right time in history (if 
you missed it, you can listen on our 
web site). It’s an informative series 
you won’t want to miss. 

Also, we’re just starting an 
in-depth study on Nahum. 
Okay, not very Christ-
massy, but definitely brain-
stretching.  Come see on 
Wednesdays at 7 PM. 
The opportunity to serve. 
There’s more to the Musical 
than the Musical. Cookies, 
ushers and childcare are all 
involved.  You can help us 

welcome our guests with homemade 
cookies.  Maybe Lorrie H. would ap-
preciate you helping with set-up and 
clean-up.  You can tell Keith M. you’d 
be willing to usher for one of the per-
formances.  I’m confident Bobbie M. 
could use your help in the Nursery 
(experienced moms and grandmas 
only, please – it makes the parents feel 
more secure handing Baby over). 

Jerry P. told me he would appreci-
ate some volunteers helping with the 
Christmas Eve service, too.  You can 
help make a beautiful event that much 
better! 

The opportunity to give. 
Through our Operation Brighter 
Christmas, our generosity will light up 
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what would otherwise be a pretty dark 
holiday for some. We’re collecting 
supplies for military personnel, and 
money for some seriously needy fami-
lies. That’s better and brighter than any 
house decorations can do! 

The opportunity to influence. All 
these events are openings into people’s 
lives – moments when you can say, 
“Come see Jesus with me.”  And all 
you have to do is invite them.  For 
some, it will mean the difference in 
eternity! 

The opportunity to connect.  All 
these events are also ways we can con-
nect with one another.  With all this 
going on, there’s really no reason to 
feel lonely this Christmas season.  So 
grab the opportunities while you can! 




