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The Crosswards Comparst An-
chor Christian Church is presenting
the musical production @¢@ode
Red, an E.R. Christmas

Both hearing and Deaf actors
will present this story about four
friends who desperately want to
find their friend. They've heard
she went to the Emergency Room,
but after getting there, they get
caught up in the drama and comed
of the waiting room! Come see
these friends sort out what's really
important in friendship at Christ-
mas.
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Performances of this Broadway-

style musical will be on Dec. 17,

18, 19, and 20 at 7:30 PM here at
Anchor. The admission is free, but
reservations are recommended. All
performances will be interpreted
for the Deaf. Afterwards, we'll
have refreshments and fellowship.
Invite all your family and
friends! Take this great opportu-
nity to influence those you love to-
ward Jesus Christ. For reserva-
y tions, call 360-9589, or email:
Tickets@AnchorChristian.org.
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ecember’s Mystery Mem-

ber was born in Rochester,

but grew up along with her
three brothers and one sister in
Waterport, NY. She says it was &
very rural area. In fact, when she
turned six, her parents offered to
buy her a lamb for her birthday.
However, her lamb turned out to
be a full-grown sheep! She adds
“One morning when | went out to
feed her, | found out that she had
given birth! So | got my lamb af-
ter all!”

She is a graduate of Lyndon-
ville Central School and currently,
resides in Rochester with her hus
band and four children.

December’'s Mystery Member
worked at a farm market while in
high school. After her graduation
she worked at Eastman Kodak fo
three years until her first child
was born. She also had several
jobs in the daycare business. Cu
rently she runs a daycare in her
home and loves the fact that she
has some income for her family,

A

#

but still she’s a “stay-at-home
mom!”

Our Mystery Member en-
joys reading, knitting,

sewing, and playing with
kids, her own and others.

Book: most fiction

Food: anything chocolate
Music: Country

Movie: “The War”

One of her favorite Scripture is
Joshua 1.9, “Have | not com-

manded you? Be strong and cou

rageous. Do not be terrified; do
not be discouraged, for thekD
your God will be with you wher-
ever you go.”

because it always is an area where

she struggles. “I can be afraid of
so many things! Itis a reminder
that God is always there helping
me.”

She says she picked this verse

When asked, “How did you come
to Christ,” she wrote, “I have con-
sidered myself a Chris-
tian pretty much my
whole life. But not un-
til my daughter died did
| ever really consider
how much of a commit-
ment it really is to fol-
low the Lord. That
tragic loss made me start to look
deeper into what | really believed
and make the necessary changes
in my life that were more in keep-
ing with truly being faithful to
Him.”

" Here’s one more clue. . .

She has a very pleasant attitude

and a servant's heart. Even

though she is busy with four small

. children of her own, she is very

re active in our children’s ministry
here at ACC. You will find her
helping in the Nursery, with Pio-
neer Club, as a substitute Sunday
School teacher and with Vacation
Bible School.

(Look for the answer on p 3)
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$ovember was a very exciting
month for us here at Anchor!
Not only did we have a wonderfu
well-attended Harvest Banquet,

we also added six new members
to our church family!

Rochelle Brinsonstarted
searching for a church that taugh
about being “saved by grace” af-
ter watching a TV minister preach
on this subject. This was a new
concept to Rochelle and she
wanted to learn more. She starte
searching for churches online anc

1

d son of Ron and Jessica Bilinski.
1 He has been attending worship,

(

contacted one that eventually led
her to us! That was in July, and
she has been worshipping with u

ever since. Soon she began study

ing with Chris Bacus what the
Scriptures have to say about Jes
and being born again. Happily w
report that on November 15, she
came forward to give her life to
Christ and was immersed into
Him.

Alex Blackcloudis the eldest

Sunday School and youth activi-
ties since his parents started com-
ing to ACC. Recently, he began
asking questions about his rela-

s tionship with Jesus Christ. This
led him to study the Gospel with
John Hilts and later to his bap-

¢ tism.

e  Most of you knovAndy Hilts,
John and Pam Hilt's son. He’s
been coming to church all his life,
and as we hope with all our kids
here, he began seriously exploring
a relationship with Jesus and how
one becomes a Christian. He




( from p 2

started studying the Bible with his
father. We're excited to say that
on November 18 after the
Wednesday night Bible studies,
both Alex andAndy were bap-
tized into Christ just as the Scrip-
tures command (Acts 2.38).

Linda Davisis Brandon Davis’
wife. You may remember that
Brandon was immersed on June
28 of this year. Linda, on the

other hand, was soon to give birth

to their third son, delaying her
public membership decision.

sus Christ and joined us as our
newest member.

Brenda Palmigianas a friend
of Cindy Polito. After hearing
about our Deaf Ministry here at
ACC, she started coming to
church with Cindy. She had
many questions about the Bible
and how one becomes a Christia
Our Deaf Ministry Leader, War-
ren Poe, helped her find the an-
swers she sought. That is why, @
November 29, we had the privi-

lege of watching Warren immerse

Linda comes to us as an immersec her into Jesus Christ.

believer and on November 22 she

came forward to state her desire
to be included in our fellowship.
Shawn Caronehas recently
moved to New York from Florida.
His mother, Debbie Roe, has wor
shipped with us in the past, so
Shawn decided to check us out.
He started attending regularly
and, on November 29, he came
forward and shared his faith in Je

expressionless grunt in reply? Well,
we are the family of God; our heav-

enly Father has made us real brothers

and sisters! Do what family does:
when you walk in the door for our
weekly family reunion, affectionately

greet as many as you can. Make our

church “neighborhood” a little
brighter — no, a lot brighter. Even
better, “Now that you have purified
yourselves by obeying the truth ...
love one another deeply, from the
heart” (1 Peter 1.22).

{ /-

&0
1
2

1

2

Please give all of our new
members a warm welcome. Let
them know how glad you are that

they are a part of our church fam-

iy!
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an you imagine not having

any clean water to drink or in
which to bathe — and
never having any hope
of getting it? Because _
all we've ever known is
clean water at the simp
turn of a tap, we can
hardly fathom that peo-
ple live that way every
day. However, in Su-
dan, Africa, thousands of people
die each year because of water-
borne illnesses.

In honor of the One who came

at Christmas to give us living wa-
ter, Anchor Christian Church
wants to pass a similar gift along
As a special Yuletide project,
we’d like to join two other
churches in helping the Sudan Af
rican Mission raise the necessary
money to build a well for the
Malik Christian Hospital. Cur-

n _E{ry Patterson is organizing a

andlelight Christmas Eve Ser-
vice for our church. It will be a
quiet, simple affair, with carols,
some special music, and Scripture
reading, suitable for the whole
family.

We will begin at 6:30 PM, and
we’d love for you to share with us
in this meaningful celebration of
our Lord’s birth.

rently, all the water used at the
hospital must be purchased and
trucked in, at an ex-
tremely expensive cost.
And shortages mean no
water at all for those who
need it the most!

This Christmas, won’t
you consider buying one
less qift to put under your
tree, and instead donate
the money toward this worthy
cause? Or dig even deeper and
give your most generous gift in
honor of Jesus’ birth. Simply
write on your check memo and/or
offering envelope the amount
you're designating and
“Christmas Well Wish Project.”
You'll be giving a gift that keeps
on giving life and health for gen-
erations to come!
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ach year in Decem-
ber, some church
people bemoan the

Chris'

fact that “Merry Christ-
mas” has been replaced with

“Happy Holidays” or “Seasons
Greetings.” That

controversy got me

to thinking about 6/’»7“\«
the whole topic of ¢t

¥
personal greetings

In the original
Christmas story, th )
angel appeared to
Mary to say that
she would bear the Messiah. As
soon as he began speaking, she
“was greatly troubled at his words
and wondered what kind of greet-
ing this might be” (Luke 1.28-29).
She instinctively knew that the
way one is greeted means a lot.

If you drive through my town,
you may see a fellow walking
along Chili Avenue, presumably
for exercise. That's not unusual,
of course, but something else is.
As he walks along, this man raises
his hand and waves at every car
that passes. He also wears a great
big smile on his face, as if greeting
a long lost friend. Almost every-
one in the cars wave back at him,
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their faces breaking out in smiles
that mirror his. In fact, some drivers
now honk at him before he even
waves at them. At first, it looks a
little nutty, but actually he's a
neighbor who's brightening his
neighborhood with his
greeting.

| don’'t know that man’s
faith, but | do know that
& he is doing a very
/& Christian thing. In four
' different books of the
New Testament, we're
instructed to “greet one
another” with heartfelt affection
(we’re actually told to do so “with a
holy kiss,” but that was before the
Swine Flu became such a media se
sation).

So my question is not, “How do
you greet people at holiday time?”
but “How do you greet your fellow
Christians all year long?” It concerns
me when | notice people walk into
church — people who should know

better because they know the Lord +

and speak to no one, smile at no on
offer a greeting to no one. They've
missed the memo!

Perhaps they feel, “No one
would want to speak to me.” Maybe
they're testing others with the atti-
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tude, “Will you accept me or reject
me?” It could be they don't really
care to speak to others because
“that’'s not my way.” Or maybe
they're just hurting and sad.

But what they must not realize i
that we all know church is suppose
to be a place where people reach o
to other people. Therefore, the im-
pression they give is that they are
self-centered and aloof, maybe eve
arrogant. That's probably not the
attitude, but it is the impression.

Christian, wouldn't it feel odd
for you to walk into a family reunion
and greet no one, to silently wait to
be greeted, and then offer only an
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