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anuary is often thought of as

the month for new begin-

nings. People everywhere ar
making new year resolutions, ar
determined to make better
choices and to be better
disciplined. And that’s jus
whatCJ SchulzandBrit-
tany Kerrdid! They chose
to make Jesus Christ theil
Lord and Savior!

CJis the son of Ken an
Jennifer Schulz. CJ grew
up in our church, has beei:
active in youth group and our
youth Bible study classes. Last
year, he went on a short-term mis
sion trip to Panama with John
Hilts and excitedly shared the ex-
perience to our congregation
along with John.

On January 14, CJ decided it
was time to take the next step and
surrender his life to Jesus Christ.
That evening, after Bible study
was over, we all had the
privilege of witnessing his
good confession and his
baptism into Christ.

Brittany Kerr is Debbie
Letson’s niece and Alicia
Miller’'s cousin. She has
been attending Sunday
School, and worship, and
Wednesday night's youth
Bible study with them for a cou-
ple of years. She also studied the
5- Scriptures with John Hilts, on
how to become a Christian.

After witnessing CJ’s confes-
sion and baptism, Brittany de-
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1T fter the ACC ministry leaders

and staff gave their reports at
our annual business meeting, a
member commented, “This was

so encouraging! It's too bad more

people weren’t here to hear all
that we accomplished last year.”
In view of that comment, fol-
lowing is apartial listing of some
of the 2008 highlights. And re-
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We added 27 new mem-
bers — 17 by baptism

We increased our worship
and Sunday School atten-
dance by almost 5%

We were able to hire Jerry
Patterson to be our Worship
Minister, and move him

and his family from Nova
Scotia.

member: every one of these items . We also were able to host

were accomplished because you
who make up ACC cared enough
to contribute your time, effort,
prayer, and resources.

Because you cared...

Emily Rummel as our Deaf
Ministry intern, too
We were able to support our
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his month’s Mystery Member
was born is Russell, Kansas,
and grew up in Great Bend, Kan-
sas. She has two sisters
and she is the “middle
child.”

Our MM graduated from
Great Bend High School
and she received her
Bachelor of Art in Christian Edu-
cation from Manhattan Christian
College.

February’s MM was the assistant
manager for Godfather’s Pizza,
and has worked as the Children’s
Minister for Hammonds Plains
Christian Church. Currently, our

Mystery Member is a homemaker

and home-school teacher and is
loving it! She states, “I love

watching my kids learn! Early in
our marriage, my husband and |
committed to live on one income
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I ant to have an evening of
good Christian fun and great
food? Then plan to come to our
Mid-Winter Banquet at
the Lodge on the Green
Party House, 2888 Ridge
way Ave, on March &
The evening starts at 6:3
PM with a buffet dinner a
7 PM. Thisis nota
“couples only” event.
Everyone is invited. Sorry, no
childcare will be provided.

After our meal, Brent Mackey
and Bob Krueger will lead us in a
game ofBattle of the Sexewihich
is sure to be a lot of fun!
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Mid-Winter Banqguet memo. Linda Perry is col-
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so that | could be home with our

children. 1 also love to cook and

share home-cooked meals with
others.”

Our Mystery Member enjoys
quilting, knitting, reading,
playing piano, cooking, and
even though she doesn’t en-
joy it, she exercises at
Curves

Book: The Island of
Heavenly Daze

Food: all foods! | especially
enjoy seafood

Movie: The Dream Team
Music: popular Christian
music

Philippians 3.20 which reads,
“But our citizenship is in heaven.
And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus
Christ.” She says, “I love this
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The cost for the dinner is $25 a
couple or $13 per person. To mak
your reservation, please sign up or
the poster on the Entryway
bulletin board by March®}

Please make checks pay
payable to Anchor Christian
Church and write “Mid-
Winter Banquet” in the

&

lecting the money which is
also due by March®1 (You may
put your check in the offering
plate.) For more information, call
the church office (889-2436).
Hope to see you there!
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verse because in the twenty years
of our marriage, my husband and
| lived in three different states and
even in a different country for a
time. We have learned that we
can make a temporary home any-
where, knowing our eternal home
walits for us.”

Here's one more clue:
She knows a lot
aboutSecret Sisters.

(Answer on page 3)

cided she, too, was ready to make
the commitment to Jesus as her
Lord and Savior. On January 18,
John immersed Brittany into Him
as the congregation looked on
with joy.

Margaret Edenss Lettie
Hursh’s mother. Margaret is in
her nineties and has been a Chris-
tian all of her life. She recently
move from her home in Texas to
live with her daughter here in
Rochester. Margaret wasted no
time in telling us that she wanted
e to be identified with our church
1 family! On January 18, Marga-
ret stood up and proudly con-
firmed her faith in Jesus Christ.

Welcome, everyone! Please
be sure to let these new members
know how excited you are about
their new lives in Christ and how
glad you are that they are a part of
our church family.

Above all, keep inviting new
people to church. Pray that God
will use us to help Him reach the
lost. There is no greater joy than
when a lost soul finds Christ.
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staff of 3 full-time ministers,
plus an administrative assis-
tant. That's a larger-than-
average staff for a church of
our size, in an environment
when other churches are lay
ing off staff members.

Because you cared...

- We had a great Faith-
Promise Rally and pledged
to give over $91,000 to mis-
sions-an all time record

We added a new mission for

monthly support, Restora-
tion House, which plants
churches in New England
We completed the needed
funding to build a mission
elementary school in Libe-
ria, Africa
We sent 4 people on short-
term mission trips.
About 25 missionaries or
agencies received monthly
support through our Faith
Promise giving.

Because you cared...
We made 144 hospital visits
and delivered 95 meals to
people who had just come
home from the hospital or
had a new baby.
We helped several families
in need through “Operation
Brighter Christmas”
We hosted a large Harvest
Banquet and put on a fantas
tic Christmas musical for
our community
We contributed hundreds of
hours and thousands of dol-
lars to help CompassCare
Pregnancy Services in their
mission to erase the need fqg
abortion in Rochester.

Because you cared...
We added to the front of our
building a new ramp, en-
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Ladies Bible Studiesevery Mon. at 10 AM
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and Tuesday evening at "6 PM
Adult, Deaf, and Youth Bible Studies every Wed. evening at 7 PM
Pioneer Club for Kids (ages 2 — 5th gradegvery Wed. at 7 PM

Youth Group (grades 6-8 and 9-12 on alternating weekgvery

Saturday evening at 6 PM

Sunday Worship Hours: 8:15 AM: Classic Worship
9:45 AM & 11:15 AM: Contemporary Worship
(Nursery is available at all three worship services)
Sunday School is offered for all ages at 9:45 & 11:15 AM
Deaf Sunday School is offered at 9:45 AM
11:15 AM Worship Service is interpreted for the Deaf
Induction Loop is available for the Hard of Hearing
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Come to attend aBvening of
Worshipon Sunday, February 22,
at 6:30 PM. here at Anchor.

trance, and a much needed
handicapped-accessible res
room

We added new padded
chairs to the adult class-
rooms

We accomplished all of our
building and equipment up-
gradeswithout incurring

any debt.

These are just a few of the high-
lights we selected to share with
you. All these wonderful things
are happening here because AC(
is a group of caring people who
are willing to sacrificially give of

I what they have to accomplish our

goals. Thank you for loving
Christ’s church, and for your gen-
erosity!

t

12.2), the enjoyment of personal
growth (2 Peter 1.3-8), meaningful
involvement with the Bible (Psalm
119.97-103), power in prayer (John
16.24), and the privilege of sharing
our faith and joy with others (2 John
1.4). Meditate your way slowly
through that list, and apply each day
what you learn, and a heatrt filled
with joy can’t be far behind.

Joseph Dampier once gave a
group of his seminary students a bit
of sage advice. He said, “Boys, life
can do one of two things to you. It
can make you better or it can make
you bitter. The choice is yours.”
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Mark your calendars and
get your “acts” ready! More info
will follow. Questions? See Jerry
Patterson, Worship Minister.
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alled to a home in
his community, a
new minister could

Chris'

not help but notice the
three cars in the driveway and the
elegant décor in the family room.
But he also no-

ticed that all this

meant nothing to

the tearful wife

and mother who

described her

husband’s infidel

ity, her son’s be-

havior, and her worries about her
daughter. “All we have is money,’
she sobbed. “We have money, bl
that's all.” And to think that some
people envied her!

Paul was glad to say of his
ministry, “We work with you for
your joy” (2 Cor. 1.24). So let's
think a bit about joy.

Someone suggested a surefire
list of twelve ways to be miser-
able. 1) Only think of yourself. 2)
Mostly talk about yourself. 3) Lis-
ten greedily to what people say
about you. 4) Consider yourself
more important than others. 5) Al:
ways watch for faults in others. 6
Trust nobody but yourself. 7) Sulk
if people aren’t grateful for your

t

favors. 8) Never forgive a criticism.
9) Demand agreement with your
viewpoint on everything. 10) Com-
plain whenever possible. 11) Shirk
your duties when you can. 12) Do a
little as possible for others.
| suggest you con-
centrate on this list
of ways to be happy
instead: 1) Keep
skid chains on your
tongue, always say-
ing less than you
think. 2) Make
promises sparingly, but keep your
promises faithfully, no matter the
cost. 3) Take every opportunity to
say a kind and encouraging word. 4
Let everyone you meet feel that you
regard them as truly important. 5)
Keep the corners of your mouth
turned up. 6) Discuss without argu-
ing, disagreeing in a friendly way.
7) Let your virtues speak for them-
selves and refuse to talk about an-
other’s failings. 8) Be careful with
others’ feelings. 9) Live so that no
one will believe any cutting remarks
about you. 10) Don’t be too anxious
to get what you deserve.
How about some pithy sayings
that have a common theme? “The
place to be happy is here, the time t
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be happy is now, and the way to be
happy is to make others so.”
“Happiness adds and multiplies as
we divide it with others.” “Ten rules
for getting rid of the blues: Go out

and do something for someone else.

Repeat first rule nine times.”

All these ideas are helpful, but
here’s the best: Joy is not the ab-
sence of suffering, but the presence
of God. That's why a list of the key
to joy would not be complete withou
a mention of: our love and faith in
God (1 Peter 1.8), the presence of
God’s Holy Spirit (Romans 14.17),
the renewal of our minds (Romans
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